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ACTIVISM ON THE HEELS OF 2017 


Marching on 


Protesters make their way down Glenarm Place at the Pavilions, near the 16th Street Mall, during the Women’s March 
last January. People have since created new advocacy groups or bolstered existing ones. Andy Cross, Denver Post file 


By Danika Worthington The Denver Post 


On a cold January morning last year, people began to 
trickle into Civic Center waving signs and wearing 


pink hats on their heads. 


Within hours, more than 100,000 
women — and men — had descended. It 
was areactionary moment that followed 
President Donald Trump’s inaugura- 
tion, one mixed with fear of the un- 
known and euphoria in the unity. But 
now, as the Women’s March comes 
around again, its legacy is proving more 
lasting. 

The emotions that sparked the first 


large march became focused as people 
created new advocacy groups or bol- 
stered those already existing. 

Heading into Saturday’s march, the 
legislative priorities of Trump’s admin- 
istration are no longer unknown. The 
energy that ebbed and flowed with the 
news cycle in the past year may have 
morphed, but some activists argue it’s 
stronger. 


“What has happened is that people 
who got energized a year ago are still en- 
ergized because they still (see) the ineq- 
uities in the country,” said Sharon 
Bridgeforth, president of Together Col- 
orado. “A lot of times, it just fuels you to 
continue on.” 


Year of the protest 

There were 67 permits for assembly in 
Denver in 2017, compared with 32 in 
2016 and 23 in 2015, according to the city 
Parks and Recreation department. 

But those numbers are incomplete. 
They don’t include events held on the 
west steps of the state Capitol. And they 
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DENVER POST 
CEO, PUBLISHER 
TULLY RESIGNS 


Mac Tully, Denver Post CEO 
and publisher for the past 
four years, announces he will 
leave the company at the end 
of January. »8A 


HOUSE PANEL, 
MUELLER WANT 
BANNON TO TALK 


Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller’s office and the 
House Intelligence 
Committee subpoena former 
White House chief strategist 
Steve Bannon about the 
Trump campaign’s alleged 
Russia ties.» 11A 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Rising cost of living a key issue, 
but parties far apart on solutions 


By Brian Eason 
The Denver Post 


Colorado’s mile-high cost of 
living is emerging as a key is- 
sue for lawmakers in the 2018 
legislative session — but so 
far, the two parties are pre- 
scribing vastly different rem- 
edies. 

To Democrats, government 
should be doing more to alle- 
viate the middle-class crunch 
with funding for new social 
programs and affordable 
housing. 

“We have a responsibility to 
hard-working Coloradans to 


actually do something,” said 
Rep. Jeff Bridges, D-Green- 
wood Village, “not just throw 
up our hands and hope some- 
one else fixes the problem.” 

To Republicans, the size of 
government is precisely the 
problem; they’ve offered two 
bills already to cut taxes, even 
as Democrats are looking to 
raise new revenue. 

“I think it’s a fundamental 
disagreement we have on 
what the role of government 
is,” said Rep. Cole Wist, the 
assistant House Republican 
leader from Centennial. 

Both sides insist there are 


still opportunities for collabo- 
ration. And there are already 
two bills on the subject with 
bipartisan support to extend 
tax credits for affordable 
housing and child care. 

But early on, the most ambi- 
tious proposals appear signifi- 
cantly more likely to landina 
2018 campaign ad than on the 
governor’s desk to be signed 
into law. 

One thing all sides do agree 
on is the need for relief. The 
top House lawmaker in each 
party kicked off the session 
touting affordability as one of 
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OBAMACARE 


Fewer 

signees 
in state 
in 2018 


By John Ingold The Denver Post 


Fewer people selected health 
insurance plans this year on Colo- 
rado’s Obamacare exchange, the 
first time open enrollment num- 
bers have dropped year-over-year 
in the state and in keeping with a 
nationwide dip in people buying 
insurance on such exchanges. 

Colorado health care advocates 
said the decline may in part be 
due to recent decisions by the 
Trump administration to chip 
away at provisions of Obamacare, 
officially known as the Affordable 
Care Act. But the overall reason 
for the decline is unclear. Also un- 
clear is whether there are now 
more people without health in- 
surance in Colorado. 

Through Friday, when open en- 
rollment on Connect for Health 
Colorado closed, 165,777 Colora- 
dans had selected a health plan on 
the exchange. That is a nearly 4 
percent decline from last year, 
when 172,361 bought a plan. The 
most recent open enrollment pe- 
riod, which began in the fall, was 
22 days shorter than the previous 
period. 

Despite the drop, Connect for 
Health Colorado CEO Kevin Pat- 
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SUPREME COURT 


Justice Dept. 
going big to 
undo DACA 


By Maria Sacchetti 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON» The Justice De- 
partment on Tuesday said it 
would take the “rare step” of ask- 
ing the Supreme Court to clear 
the way for the Trump adminis- 
tration to dismantle a federal pro- 
gram that provides work permits 
to immigrants who have lived ille- 
gally in the United States since 
childhood. 

The Department of Justice said 
it filed a notice of appeal before 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
9th Circuit seeking to overturn a 
California judge’s ruling that the 
federal government could not dis- 
mantle the Obama-era program 
while a legal challenge to the deci- 
sion to end the program is pend- 
ing. 

The Trump administration said 
it will petition the Supreme Court 
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